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Composite Classes

WHY, HOW AND WHEN?



Composite classes

Occur in schools for 
a number of 

reasons.

All classes, whether 
a single year level or 

composite class 
group, have children 
with diverse learning 
needs and abilities.

In any class, there 
will be teaching and 
learning that occurs 
as a whole class, in 
small groups and at 
an individual level.

Research says: ‘high quality teaching and learning is the key to a 
successful learning environment in any classroom, not the 
structure or makeup of the class. There is no evidence that 
student learning may be hindered in a composite class’.



Differentiation

WHY, HOW AND WHEN?



Differentiation

Teachers are trained in differentiating 
the curriculum to meet the varying 
abilities of their students. There is no 
‘one size fits all’ approach

Here are some strategies we use to 
cater for the range of abilities:

• Planning open-ended tasks 
• Having different learning expectations to 

enable children to feel success at their 
individual ability level

• Providing targeted small group and individual 
instruction 

• Setting individual goals



HPGE and Learning Support

► We ensure that every student is challenged but feels 
success in their learning

► To facilitate this we:
► provide Enrichment groups. These focus on the HPGE domains of 

Intellectual, Creative, Physical and Social-emotional (Miss Wyles)

► Provide learning support (Miss Hill and SLSOs)

► Have team teaching opportunities – an extra teacher, extra 
expertise! (Miss Wyles, Mr Watson and Miss Hill)



Curriculum

HOW AND WHEN?



Key 
Learning 
Areas



Timetable

► Monday – Grade based Science 

► Tuesday – Sport; Coding; Scripture (for non-scripture 
please send in an activity book for your child

► Wednesday – Music; Italian 

► Thursday – Library (library bag required); Grade based 
History; Homework due

► Friday –Assembly (every second Friday); Homework 
sent home



Spelling

► Daily practice with explicit teaching of concepts and 
‘hooks’ to help students remember spelling

► Year 1 and Year 2 are taught different concepts

► Sight word recall is a focus - students have their own 
personal words which will come home as homework



Writing

► This term we are focusing on narrative writing

► Modelled, guided and independent writing sessions 
support student learning

► Explicit teaching by exploring:
► Sentence structure – grammar and punctuation

► Mentor texts

► Opportunities to write by developing texts as a class and 
independently



Literacy –
Reading Groups
Lessons involve:
• At least 3 times per week
• Levelled grouping to support 

and extend all students
• Focus:

• fluency when reading
• comprehension through 

Super Six
• Vocabulary exploration



Numeracy

► Maths lessons each day
► Lessons are differentiated to 

provide support / extension as 
required. 

► Explicit instruction of concepts 
► Concepts are built upon 

throughout the week, term and 
year



Grade based History

► Year 1 – with Mrs Walker

► Year 2 – with Miss Jennings

► “The past in the present” will lead us 

to explore the history of Terrey Hills 

and its significant people and places 

and how it has changed and stayed 

the same over time 



Grade based Science and 
class based Technology

Science : Dinosaurs and More

Year 2 with Miss Jennings

Year 1 with Mrs Walker

Students will be exploring the 

external features of modern animals 

and comparing them with the 

skeletons of dinosaurs and pre-

historic animals.

Technology

•Coding with Mrs Wilson and Mrs 

Walker (team teaching)

•Students will learn about algorithms, 

trouble shooting and coding through 

the program code.org



Homework

Homework is sent home each Friday to be returned on a Thursday

Homework tasks include:

► Reading Journal – reading out loud every night

► Maths Mentals

► Mathletics

► Personal focus spelling words

► Other activities as set out

► If your child has not completed their homework, please just write in
a note for me in their homework book



PD/H/PE: Grade Sport

Each Tuesday students will be grouped with their grade 
to participate in a range of modified games and 
activities to develop gross motor skills including eye-
hand, eye-foot coordination, team sport participation 
and the importance playing fairly.

Mrs Walker will take Year 1 and Miss Jennings will take 
Year 2.



Zones of Regulation



Normalising and identifying 
emotions: Anxiety or worry



Normalising and identifying 
emotions: Anger



Supporting students to maximise their 
learning potential: brain breaks



Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL)



Problem 
behaviour 
flow chart



Reflection Time



Additional 
Information

ATTENDANCE MATTERS, COMMUNICATION CHANNELS 



Attendance Matters

Everyday counts, as regular attendance helps 
students to:

develop a sense of belonging

develop and maintain friendships

be more engaged at school

progress with their learning



Attendance Matters

Parents and carers can 
help foster positive 

attendance habits by:

helping their child learn 
the importance of 

punctuality and routine

ensuring their child 
arrives on time from the 
start of the school day, 
ready to participate in 

learning

reducing disruption to 
learning where possible, 

by planning any 
necessary appointments 

outside of school time

promptly 
communicating any 

absence to the school 
(within 7 days of the first 

day of any absence)

working with the school 
to encourage and 

support regular 
attendance.



Communication

School 
Newsletter -
Wednesdays

School App  School Website: 
https://terreyhill-

p.schools.nsw.gov.au

Contact via 
the School 

Office

https://terreyhill-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/
https://terreyhill-p.schools.nsw.gov.au/


New school app



If you have a query…

► Please come and speak to me or book a meeting time

► If required I will engage the Assistant Principal – Miss 
Catherine Wyles and / or Mrs Bruce

► As the classroom teacher, I will be best placed to 
respond to and deal with any questions, queries or 
concerns you might have



Key dates

► Easter Hat Parade – Thursday 28 March

► Easter Long Weekend – Friday 29 March / Monday 1 
April

► Parent Teacher Interviews – Week 10 and 11

► End of Term 1 – Friday 12 April 



Class parents

Any volunteers?

If you would like to be class parent, 
please come and have a chat!



Question Time




	2/1W�2024 Parent Information Evening
	Outline of the Session
	Composite Classes 
	Composite classes
	Differentiation
	Differentiation
	HPGE and Learning Support
	Curriculum
	Key Learning Areas
	Timetable
	Spelling
	Writing
	Literacy – �Reading Groups
	Numeracy 
	Grade based History
	Grade based Science and class based Technology
	Homework
	PD/H/PE: Grade Sport
	Zones of Regulation
	Normalising and identifying emotions: Anxiety or worry
	Normalising and identifying emotions: Anger
	Supporting students to maximise their learning potential: brain breaks
	Positive Behaviour for Learning (PBL)
	Problem behaviour flow chart
	Reflection Time
	Additional Information
	Attendance Matters
	Attendance Matters
	Communication
	New school app
	If you have a query…
	Key dates
	Class parents
	Question Time
	Slide Number 35

