
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12th February 2020 

Principal’s Report  

THANK YOU NSW SES VOLUNTEERS 
The NSW SES has been busy over the past four days responding to calls for 
help from the impact of heavy rain across Coastal NSW. Thank you to Terrey 
Hills SES Volunteers who spent Sunday checking our school grounds to 
ensure our school was safe. 
 

 
STUDENT SAFETY Reminder Students are reminded to NOT enter any areas that have 
been taped off due to storm damage when walking to and from school. 

 
School Learning Environments and Change 

The Terrey Hills 2018 – 2020 School Plan reinforces the Dept of Education 2018 – 2022 
Strategic Goals of: 
• Every student is known, valued and cared for, 
• Every student, every teacher, every leader and every school improves every year, 
• Every student is engaged and challenged to continue to learn and 
• All young people have a strong foundation in literacy and numeracy 
 
Teachers are working collaboratively to plan and develop explicit teaching learning plans 
to prepare students across all curriculum areas and learning stages with skills and 

capabilities to thrive in a rapidly changing and interconnected world. It connects students and engages their sense of 
curiosity. 
 
 
 
Currently we are investigating contemporary learning 
environments to: 
• inspire students to be leaders of their own learning.  
• enable students to collaborate and use critical and 

creative thinking to solve complex problems and 
become mindful global citizens. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

This term we are introducing a Year 2 STEM / Inquiry Club and a Year 3 and 5 
Writing Enrichment Program. Mrs Cooper on Thursdays will be working with 
teacher identified students in Years 2, 3 and 5. The aim of the enrichment program 
is to foster student’s inquisitive mind and help them to use their natural curiosity to 
participate in STEM activities and to develop their writing skills.  

 

Parent Information Evening 

Thank you to all the parents/carers who attended last night’s Parent 
Information meetings. Teachers have sent out grade newsletters with 
details of all curriculum areas for the semester.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Parent interviews will be held in Week 10 Monday 30 & Tuesday 31 
March.  
Termr one invoices  will be sent out for payments of programs and 
excursions this week. Music, Library and Italian programs are taught 
by specialist teachers.  
As part of our PDHPE Program all students are participating in the 
Sport In Schools Program (SISA).  

• Yrs 3-6 Students Weeks 2,4,6,8 & 10. 
• K-2 Students Weeks 3,5,7,9 & 11.  

All students should wear sport uniform every Thursday to avoid confusion. 
 
 

Composite Class Information 
Composite, or split-year, classes are those where children from two or 
more grade levels are in the same class.  
Why have composite classes? 
Composite classes happen for a number of reasons.   
A school may have them due to uneven enrolments by age group – for 
example, there’s a larger than average intake of Year 2 and a smaller 
group of Year 3 enrolments. In order to keep class size to the optimal 
number, the school may decide to run one Year 3 class and a Year 2/ 3 

composite class to allow for two evenly sized classes. 
Composite classes are formed for educational reasons in schools where it is felt that the mixing of children of different 
ages is educationally and socially advantageous. The NSW Department of Education and Training reports the number of 
schools in this category has been increasing steadily during the past 10 years. 
 
Will my child be disadvantaged being in a composite class? Will they fall 
behind? 
The most common fear for parents having a child in a composite class is that 
they will fall behind – that the teacher's attention will be split between the 
two years and they’ll get less overall learning time with their teacher. The 
research, however, doesn’t agree.  Multiple studies conclude it makes no 
difference to performance whether students are in a straight year group or in 
a multi-age class. Experts agree the most important factor in determining how 
well a student does is the quality of the teacher and their teaching. 
Additionally, it seems composite classes can actually enhance development; students becoming more confident and 
assertive, and learning to operate as part of a group while bolstering independent learning skills. 

http://www.schools.nsw.edu.au/media/downloads/schoolsweb/studentsupport/programs/classsize/multiage/multi_age.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.familiesmagazine.com.au%2Fcomposite-classes%2F&psig=AOvVaw0FstJtgey90bRDDGYe5LXF&ust=1581417466488000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLDyibPlxucCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAD


 

Key benefits of composite classes? 
• Older students are able to practice and reinforce their own skills as they teach them to younger students. 
• Older students provide a model of appropriate behaviour for the younger students – this also means less 

behaviour problems in the classroom because younger students integrate quickly into established class 
routines as modelled by the older students. 

• Younger students are able to seek help from a wider range of people rather than relying on the teacher to help 
them all the time. 

• Changing the focus of learning from achieving a certain ‘grade’ to individual personal best alters the nature of 
the learning experience to lead children to value learning and the learning process. 

• Students develop a greater respect for individual differences across the board. 
 
Terrey Hills 2020 Class Names 
This being an Olympic Year all students are researching Australian Gold Medalist Olympians. 
Over the coming weeks classes will be sharing their research and thoughts about their 
athlete(s) sporting endeavours: 

 
- KW – Mark Woodford and Todd Woodbridge 
- KB – Tora Bright 
- 1/2K – Yolene Kukla 
- 1/2J – Iain Jensen 
- 2/3 – Cathy Freeman 
- 3A – John and Tom Anderson 
- 4R – Stephanie Rice 
- 4/5A – Steven Bradbury 
- 5/6CS – Kyle Charmers 
- 5/6W – Alex Watson 

http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/oct92/vol50/num02/The-Benefits-of-Nongraded-Schools.aspx


 

 
Student Wellbeing Update - Changes to Star Card  

• New Star Cards will start on Week 6 at Monday Lines.  
• There will be two draws of the current Star Cards at Week 4 & Week 5 Monday 

Lines.  
• Children may either put all their current Star Cards in these two draws or they 

may trade them in for the new Star Cards. 
• Classes are starting to design their Star Cards and the teachers will start using 

them in the coming weeks. 
• Each class have been given a special Star Card box, where the Star Cards will be 

placed. 
 
 

Changes to Parent/Carer Details 
Student wellbeing and safety are paramount to all staff. In the event of an emergency it is very 
important the office are able to contact parents/carers quickly.  
If your mobile/home numbers, address, email or emergency contact details have changed please 
email the office Changes to Parent/Carer Details in the subject line. terreyhills-
p.school@det.nsw.edu.au  
 

 

Student News 
Congratulations to Dia 2020 Young Australian Citizen of the Year.  

The Honorable Rob Stokes MP and Northern Beaches Mayor Michael Regan presented 
Dia with her award at the Northern Beaches Australia Day Ceremony. 

Dia was invited to do the Australia Day address at one of the Australia Day ceremonies 
where she spoke about the environment, single use plastic, the wonderful Terrey Hills 
and Northern Beaches Communities and how anyone can volunteer in different ways 
to make the world a little bit better.   

 

Congratulations to Livvy in 4R for being awarded a ‘Highly Commended’ in the 2019 
Dorothea Mackellar Poetry Competition with her poem ‘Mask of the Dark’. 7000 entries 
were received and Olivia’s poem was one of the top 17 poems submitted. Her poem has 
been published on the Dorothea Mackellar website 

Mask of the dark 
After the sun goes down for the basket of Z’s 
It’s aunty, she has a mask of dark. 
She laughs out stars. 
Until her father returns to warm the soil and wake the people. 

 
 
 
 
Congratulations to Chase and Mikah in 2/3C for demonstrating our school value of 
Respect by showing consideration and care for each other and others. 

 

 



 

 

 

Students in 3A and 4R taking their 
Mathematics lesson on measuring the length 
of dinosaurs and recording comparisons in 
their books 

 

 

 

 
 
 

• Parent/Carer Information Evening – Kindergarten  Mon 17th Feb 
• Swimming Carnival – 26th February ( 8yr olds and over only) 
• Zone Swimming Carnival – Mon 9th Mar 
• Welcome BBQ – Fri 13 Mar 5-8pm 
• School Working Bee – Sat 21st Mar 2-4pm 
• Coffee and Play (K 2021) Wed 25th Mar 9:30-11am 
• Parent Teacher Interviews Mon 30th Mar 2-6pm Tues 31st Mar 3:30-6pm 
• Camp Quality Puppet Show –Mon 30th Mar  2-3:10pm (during Parent/Teacher Interviews) 
• Cross Country Carnival – Tues 7th Apr 11:30 – 1pm at school. 

 

SZapp – School app 
It is imperative that all parents have the school app installed on 
their phone. This app is used to communicate to parents day to 
day events and last minute changes to events. It will also be used 
in emergency situations. 
All notes for school excursions requiring permission are also 
distributed via the app and parents reply using the app reducing 
the need for paper notes. 
A few things to remember when using the app: 

• Go into “Manage” to select the groups you want to be 
connected to. Ie your child year group, music, dance etc. 
This needs to be done at the beginning of every year as 
your child moves year groups. 

• Electronic notes will come to you via a message in your 
feed. Simply click on “Feed” to see all messages 

• Click the message to open it completely as there is often 
important information regarding the note. Complete the 
permission section and submit. 

• Permission notes will no longer be in the notes and forms 
section of the website. This will only be used for 
information notes not requiring permission. 

 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=Qsn8ZPse&id=A3D52AA2A8DA00602073320468F4ECD65ED18553&thid=OIP.Qsn8ZPseBZTpyQ6dQaZE3gHaB2&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fwww.westfields-inf.co.uk%2fimages%2fCalendar2.png&exph=636&expw=2548&q=diary+date+images&simid=608030088345682876&selectedIndex=2


 

_____________________________________________________________________ 
PSSA Sport 

PSSA sport teams have been selected. If your child is in a PSSA team you will receive a note via the school app today. These 
notes need to be returned immediately as competition starts next Friday 21st February.  (This Friday is a bye for Terrey 
Hills)  
 
For each child competing a permission note is required as well as a Parent code of conduct and a Student code of 
conduct. 
 
Training will be as follows:  

• Eagle Tag - Wed 8:10am with Luke 
• Girls Softball - Fri 8am with Mrs Steele 
• Girls Tee Ball – Fri 8am with Miss Anderson 
• Boys Cricket – Thur 8:10am with Mr Watson 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Uniform Shop 
 
HOW TO ORDER 

1. Munch Monitor Online - Credit Card. (Munch Monitor can be accessed via SZapp) 

2. During Shop Opening Hours - Eftpos - Credit/Debit card  

 

To view school uniform details, log on to http://www.terreyhill-p.schools.nsw.edu  You can also access the school website 
via SZapp. 

1. Click on 'About Our School' tab  
2. Scroll down and click on 'Uniform'. 
3. You will find, order forms, summer/winter/sports list, shop opening times and general details of our operation. 

 

If you need to exchange size, received the wrong product, warranty, munch monitor query/refund, or require further 
information please contact terreyhillspandcuniform@gmail.com 

 
 

Student of the Week  

6/5 W Paige C 6/5 CS Tyra M  
 

Choose Kind  
6/5 W Jackson M 6/5 CS Sienna M  

 
Merit Certificates  

6/5 W Jacey B Willow W Ben K  
5/4 A Alan K Eva    
3A Jett A Austin K   
     

http://www.terreyhill-p.schools.nsw.edu/
mailto:terreyhillspandcuniform@gmail.com


 

 
 
 
Cancer Council NSW is here to help you kick start the year 
easily, packing healthy lunch boxes your kids will enjoy. 
Developed by dietitians healthylunchbox.com.au is a one-stop 
shop for everything families need to know about packing a healthy 
lunch box.  
 
 
 
 

Here’s what you will find: 
• an interactive lunch box builder that helps parents and kids plan and pack a healthy lunch with foods they 

like. 
• The ability to filter recipes based on diets, easy to freeze and prep time 
• Lots of quick and easy recipes and snack ideas 
• Regular healthy eating blogs 

 
You can sign up to the Healthy Lunch Box e-newsletter for ideas, updates and recipes delivered to your inbox 
throughout the year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://healthylunchbox.com.au/?utm_source=campaign-edm&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nsw_hlbbschoo20&utm_content=lhds
https://healthylunchbox.com.au/builder/?utm_source=campaign-edm&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nsw_hlbbschoo20&utm_content=lhds
https://healthylunchbox.com.au/recipes/?utm_source=campaign-edm&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nsw_hlbbschoo20&utm_content=lhds
https://healthylunchbox.com.au/recipes/quick-and-easy/?utm_source=campaign-edm&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nsw_hlbbschoo20&utm_content=lhds
https://healthylunchbox.com.au/healthy-snack-ideas/?utm_source=campaign-edm&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nsw_hlbbschoo20&utm_content=lhds
https://healthylunchbox.com.au/blog/?utm_source=campaign-edm&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nsw_hlbbschoo20&utm_content=lhds
https://healthylunchbox.com.au/subscribe/?utm_source=campaign-edm&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=nsw_hlbbschoo20&utm_content=lhds


 

____________________________________________________________________ 
Community News 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


