
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

29th January 2020 

Principal’s Report  

Welcome  
Welcome to all our students and their families who are returning to Terrey Hills PS or starting at our school for the first 
time. Welcome to our new Kindergarten families who start formally on Monday 3 February from 9.10 to 2.45pm for the 
first week. In the interim, 2020 Kindergarten students will be completing their Best Start Assessments.  

We hope that everyone enjoyed a wonderful holiday and Australia Day weekend and that you are looking forward to a 
busy and productive year of learning.  

School Development Day 
As educators our goals are to ensure our students at Terrey Hills will: 

 be actively connected to their learning, have positive and respectful relationships and experience a sense of belonging 
to their school and community. 

 be respected, valued, encouraged, supported and empowered to succeed. 

 grow and flourish, do well and thrive 
 

All teachers worked with the Step By Step Interventions Team to develop a 
strong foundational understanding of behaviours and their functions to develop 
practical strategies on how to assess, evaluate, prevent and respond to 
challenging behaviours. 
 

Novel Coronavirus Update  
The NSW Departments of Health and Education have recommended that any student 
who was in China over the past 14 days should not return to school or child care services 
this week, as the coronavirus’ incubation period can be as long as two weeks.  
Students who returned to Australia more than 14 days ago and have shown no symptoms 
should be able to return to school this week. 

 
 
 Student Wellbeing Support 
Large scale distressing events impact our communities in many ways. As with the drought the recent bushfires have 
impacted a number of our communities and have been unsettling and stressful for many students. Children cope with 
traumatic experiences in different ways and there is no one ‘standard’ pattern of reaction.  
If you are concerned about your child, it’s important to discuss your concerns with their teacher(s) and 
seek support from the school counsellor or other professionals you know. 
 
Distress may be related to: 
• having been directly at risk/exposed to fires (loss of homes, pets, personal belongings) 
• being concerned about family or friends and 
• being exposed to distressing media coverage including injured wildlife. 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.gov.au%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fstyles%2Fsquare_thumbnail%2Fpublic%2Fimages%2Fcollections%2F2020%2F01%2Fnovel-coronavirus-resources.jpg%3Fitok%3DPW7sm11R&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.gov.au%2Fresources%2Fcollections%2Fnovel-coronavirus-resources&docid=UPBVdrASkmUm8M&tbnid=CowPuhZeHqQMzM%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjT3aGKkqbnAhVR63MBHShmCy0QMwiOASgeMB4..i&w=360&h=203&bih=704&biw=1216&q=2020%20Novel%20Coronavirus%20%20images&ved=0ahUKEwjT3aGKkqbnAhVR63MBHShmCy0QMwiOASgeMB4&iact=mrc&uact=8


 

 
How you can support your child 
• Children need comfort, reassurance and support, and to know that they are safe and are being looked after.  
• Listen closely to what they are asking or saying, and if they are looking for factual information, or if the questions are 
expressing anxiety about the bushfires.  
• Keep your responses appropriate to the age and emotional maturity of your child.  
• Monitor their exposure to television/social media stories regarding the fires. Children can be distressed by watching 
repeated images.  
• Be aware of how you talk. Adults need to be conscious of the presence of children when discussing the effects of natural 
disasters.  
 

Where to get help 
While most children will bounce back after a traumatic event, some children may show prolonged distress and may benefit 
from professional support. Please contact the school to discuss the most appropriate support for your child. 
 
If you would like additional support, the following services are available: 
• Your local GP 
• Kids Helpline – 1800 55 1800 – kidshelpline.com.au 
• Headspace – 1800 650 890 – eheadspace.org.au 
• Parent Helpline – 1300 1300 52 
• Beyond Blue – 1300 22 4636 
• Lifeline – 13 11 14 
 
Staff news:  
We welcome new staff, Mrs Jessica Carter, Mr Luke Andrews, Ms Tamara O’Brien, Miss Lauren Budd and Mrs Sheryl Foley. 
Mrs Shane Clements has returned from leave and will be working at St Ives North for this term. 
I would particularly like to thank many of the staff who devoted time in the holidays to organise their rooms, programs, 
school grounds and administrative procedures in preparation for 2020. Thank you to Andrea Whitlock for her outstanding 
work with the uniform shop orders in readiness for 2020 start for our students. 

 

Students have moved into their 2020 classes today. Teachers have spent a considerable amount of time and effort in 
discussing with colleagues and analysing the social, emotional and academic needs of all students. If you have any 
questions about your child’s learning please contact your child’s teacher. Parent information Evenings will be organised in 
the coming weeks.  
 

2020 Terrey Hills Staff 
 

 Rel Principal: Mrs Adrienne Bruce 

 Assistant Principals: Mrs Kate Walker (K-2 ), Mrs Julie Renwick (Years 3-4); Mr Tony Watson (Years 5-6). 

 Office Staff: Mrs Michelle Millner; Mrs Louise Dedman and Mrs Brenda Barber 

 General Assistant – Mr Bruce Ingrouille (Mon-Tue) 
 
Class teachers: 

 KW: Mrs Kate Walker 

 KB: Mrs Angela Biefeld 

 1/2K: Miss Helena Kaporis 

 1/2J: Mrs Ariane Jacobs 

 2/3C: Mrs Jessica Carter 

 3A: Miss Amy Anderson  

 4R: Mrs Julie Renwick 

 4/5A: Mr Luke Andrews 

 5/6SC: Mrs Jo Cooper (Mon – Tue) Mrs Amy Steele (Wed – Fri) 

 5/6W: Mr Tony Watson 
 
 
 
 



 

Specialist teachers: 

 School Counsellor – Mrs Stephanie O’Loughin – (Wed) 

 Assistant Principal Behavioural Support – Mrs Sheryl Foley *Based at Terrey Hills PS 

 Teacher Librarian – Mrs Sue Crawford (Tue, Wed & Thur) 

 Italian Teacher – Mrs Elvina Leroux (Mon-Tue) 

 CAPA Teacher – Ms Tamara O’Brien – (Mon-Tue) 

 Learning Support – Miss Lauren Budd– (Tue-Fri) 

 Student Learning Support Officers (SLSOs) 
 Mrs Dallas Cragg 
 Mrs Natalie Morrison 

Ms Cathy Spyridakos 
Ms Shara Wright 

 

 

Holiday Maintenance Update 

 Painters have refreshed the 'Library, Kindergarten and 3-6 classrooms, passageway and toilets. The Uniform Shop' 
will be painted this coming weekend. 

 Basketball Court has been renovated and looks great. 

 Electro boards have been installed in five classrooms. 

 New carpet has been laid in Before and After School Care Building. 
 

 
 Medical information/Contact Details  
We request that parents update any medical information and that new forms are organised for anaphylactic and asthma 
students if out of date.  
 

 Parents are asked to advise the school of any contact and address changes.  

 

 
 
 
Text Books  
Text books will be distributed to your child as soon as their payment of these books are 
cleared.  
 
  

 

Years 3-6 PSSA Sport Trials in TBall, softball, cricket and Eagle Tag will take place this Friday. When 

selecting students during trials, consideration is given to those who display: 

 Ability and strong skill level; 

 Sportsmanship; 

 Cooperation and attitude; and 

 Commitment to training sessions 
 

 

Sydney North Dance Festival 
Auditions are being held for Sydney North Dance Festival at lunchtime on Thursday 6 February for 
interested Junior (Yrs 1-3) and Senior (Yrs 4-6) students at lunchtime. Miss Kaporis, Mrs Jacobs and 
dance teacher Miss Nardia Knapman will be conducting the auditions. Further information about 
auditions, rehearsals and performance dates will be distributed to all interested students. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 

 2020 Kindergarten Best Start Assessments– Wednesday 29 – Friday 31 January 

 Softball/TBall/Cricket & Eagle Tag PSSA Trials – Friday 31 January 

 Junior (Yrs 1-3) & Senior (Yrs 4-6) Dance Auditions – Lunchtime Thursday 6 February  
 

 

Terrey Hills Music News 

 

Dear THPS Parents, 
As I'm sure you have heard, Bec Hildebrandt finished up at Terrey Hills at the end of 2019, after many years of developing 
a phenomenal music program. It is my fortunate responsibility to continue her work, as I step in to coordinate the Co-
curricular Music at THPS. I am very much looking forward to meeting students and parents I don't already know, and 
working with such a well-established program. 
As we start Term 1, there are a few changes in terms of ensemble rehearsal times and tuition. 
  
Rehearsals: 

 Wednesday 7:45 - 9am: Stage Band 

 Thursday 7:30 - 8:30am: String Orchestra 

 Thursday 8:30 - 9:10am: Mezzo Strings 

 Thursday 7:45 - 9am: Concert Band 

 Thursday lunch: POCO Strings 

 Friday lunch: Crescendo Band 
 
Private Tutors: 
(Please note that some string students may have a different string teacher this year from 2019.) 
 

 Felicity Stanwell - Woodwind and Assistant Concert Band Conductor 

 Di Dorich - Flute, Piano and Vocals 

 Fiona Brock - Violin and POCO Strings 

 Nikkie Dobosi - Cello and POCO Strings 

 Lisa Buchanan - Violin, Mezzo Strings & String Orchestra 

 Summer Friedland - Violin 

 Will Endicott - Trumpet 

 John Pennings - Trumpet 

 Lyndal Perry - Brass 

 Francis Raciborski - Lower Brass 

 Nat Morrison - Guitar, Bass Guitar & Double Bass, and Stage Band 

 Dani Cosford - Percussion and Concert Band Conductor 
 
All ensembles will begin back in Week 3, and if you have registered for private tuition, our tutors should be in contact 
before the end of Week 1. 
 
If your child would like to begin private tuition, please don't hesitate to fill in an enrolment form though the Office. 
 
Looking forward to a wonderful, musical year! 
 
Warm regards, 
Dani Cosford  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=Qsn8ZPse&id=A3D52AA2A8DA00602073320468F4ECD65ED18553&thid=OIP.Qsn8ZPseBZTpyQ6dQaZE3gHaB2&mediaurl=https%3a%2f%2fwww.westfields-inf.co.uk%2fimages%2fCalendar2.png&exph=636&expw=2548&q=diary+date+images&simid=608030088345682876&selectedIndex=2
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